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DIXIT DOMINUS
1L The Lord said unto my Lord:
Sit thou on my right hand,
until I make thine enemies thy footstool.

2 The Lord shall send the rod of thy power out of Sion:
be thou ruler, even in the midst among thine enemies.

3. In the day of thy power shall the people offer
thee free-will offerings with an holy worship:
the dew of thy birth is of the womb of the moming.
4. The Lord sware, and will not repent:
357 Thou art a Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedech.

6. The Lord upon thy right hand:
shall wound even kings in the day of his wrath.

7. He shall judge among the heathen;
he shall fill the places with the dead bodies:
and smite in sunder the heads over divers countries.

8. He shall drink of the brook in the way:
therefore shall he lift up his head,

9. Glory be to the Father ...

Hmdehwuu»yumﬁmnmsm‘nomhny ickly absorbingi icall dconsequently finding
f activity was R ‘here his wealthy and i alf kepthim
very busy supplying them with motets and countless cantatas.
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this setting of Psalm 110, Dixit Domirus', s:mcsaofarL hadn'thad thy
music for the church. If 5o, then the cardinal was bu:mlfcwnmﬂslluhegoxﬂmdzl
to provide music for the magnificent Feast of Our Lady of Canmel, at which the Dixit Dominus' wouki have been
heard again.

Handel's sheer audacity in writing a picce like this is remarkable. Here he was, a 22 year old German
protestant, writing for the Catholic Churchin R icwhichd ly imitate that of the greatest living
Italian composers, but transcends it - cvmthmkhmngvamdmghmmnﬂnﬂmleﬂ'em
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13 Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anointed Solomon King.
And all the people rejoiced and said: God save the King! Long live the King! May the
King live for ever. Alleluia. Amen

2. My heart is inditing of a good matter; I speak of the things which I have done unto the King.
Kings' daughters were among thy honourable women.

Upon thy right hand did stand the Queen in vesture of gold;
And the King shall have pleasurc in thy beauty.

Kings shall be thy nursing fathers,
and queens thy nursing mothers.

3. Let thy hand be strengthened, and thy right hand be exalted.
Let justice and judgement be the preparation of thy scat. Allcluia

4. The King shall rejoice in thy strength, O Lord,
Exceeding glad shall he be of thy salvation.
Glory and great worship hast thou laid upon him.
Thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness and hast set a crown of
pure gold upon his head. Alleluia,

Aﬂcrleavmgllalym?ebmury1710.Hmddmnmwdn0enmnymdwokwamsoanpomfmdrec!upel
oftheElectorof Hanover. He soon g

annoyance) for six months; hnbydmcndufﬂlZHnﬂdwnsbnckmLmMudlhsum:dmueehs
employer again until September 1714, when the Elector himself came to England as its new king, George I, Of
course Handel soon patched things up and continued to go from strength to strength.

His greatest supporter and patron was the Prince of Wales, who, when his father died in June 1727, chose
Handel to provide the anthems for his coronation as King George If with Queen Caroline. This took place in
WesvnmmAl:beymOcmbulldmwmyw An enormous orchestra of nearly a hundred players was

brought together ined choirs of the Abbey and the Chapel Royal, all arranged in tiers like
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ical fia500. Accordi Archbich

onhis order of servioe of “What was done itted at that C Y lbcﬂrslmdm(hmdls'lwuglmn
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Himdel's The King shall rejoice’ was "in Confusion: All imegular in the Music™, pmbabrybecamcﬂr:cxapcl
Royalmusmamhzdmuryhmdbcsumgﬂmnd‘allhsp(mlmmewordmofsavm' Atthe Ancinting, the
hymn 'Come Holy Ghost' was “by mi Sung: butthy Anthemn [Zadok the priest] instead
of it”,

Allin all, Handel cannot have been pleased with the fate of his four grand anthems, but they nevertheless
becamehsmonpupmarpmof&ghshch::lmsxnﬂafcwywslalﬁHm:ld(ncvuomwlnﬂmcu
himself) shrewdl; d the i0s for the London public by the inclusion of much of the:
music of the Coronation Anthems.

Colin Bromelow.



